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To help build and sustain

Evansville’s Ronald McDonald House

Serving Tri-State Families!
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Dear Coordinator,

Thank you for your interest in the Pop Tab “Collect-A-Million” Club to benefit Evansville’s Ronald McDonald House serving Tri-State Families!  Collecting tabs is a great way for all of us to really make a difference in the lives of families and children in need!  Not to mention learning about the importance of recycling.

Please read over the enclosed information carefully.  You will find useful information that you can use to get your group’s collection campaign started, as well as many useful activities that you can incorporate for kids.  There is also helpful information on collection containers, drop off/pick up information and tools to promote your group’s participation in this program.
If you have any immediate questions, please feel free to contact the Office at 812-402-RMHC or email us at contactus@rmhevansville.org
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“Collect-A-Million” Club

Fact Sheet

What:  Evansville’s Ronald McDonald House is combining its ongoing needs to generate funds with the virtues of conservation by recycling the pop tabs from aluminum cans.  By collecting one million tabs, your school becomes a member of the Ronald McDonald House “Collect-A-Million” Club.  Previously, hundreds of groups across the State of Indiana have become members for the Indianapolis Ronald McDonald House by supporting this worthwhile fundraising project.  Now, we’re bringing the program to our local Ronald McDonald House in Evansville, IN!
Why:  The Ronald McDonald House serves families, whose children require care at area Evansville hospitals & medical centers, by offering them a home-like atmosphere where they can get the rest and renewal they need to be most supportive of their sick or injured child.  Guests stay at the House or may utilize the Community Rooms daily regardless of their ability to pay the minimal $10 donation. This minimal donation does not cover the actual cost of providing the room and maintaining our facilities.  Therefore, philanthropic support to generate additional funds is necessary to cover operating expenses.

How:  It’s so easy to collect pop tabs!  The tabs on aluminum cans can easily be removed by twisting them back and forth until they break off.  Because the actual tabs are so small, they can be collected in many types of convenient containers, such as plastic baggies, buckets, water bottles and more!  Once large quantities of tabs have been collected, your group can contact the Evansville Ronald McDonald House to arrange pick-up/drop off options.
Goal:  The overall goal for the pop tab program campaign is to bring awareness of Evansville’s Ronald McDonald House as well as stress the importance of recycling!  This Special “Collect-A-Million” Club school program has been established for groups who wish to participate by setting their own goal to collect one million tabs.  A “Collect-A-Million” Club plaque is presented to those groups who reach their goal of collecting one million tabs – incentives and special prizes are awarded along the way as well!  (Check our website www.rmhevansville.org frequently for details!)
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[image: image9.wmf][image: image10.wmf]Once you have decided to start your collection drive, you need to get your group excited about the project.  Many groups do this by having contests between the participants or offering incentives to the top collectors.  Oftentimes, it is enough to just explain the purpose of the tab collection projects and how it benefits families and children in need.  However you decide to promote your collection drive, it is important that each participant have a goal to reach.  Charting the progress of the collection drive in a visible area is a great way for each participant to stay motivated.  A bulletin board, handout or newsletters are great ways to promote the project.
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Collection Container Ideas

1.) At Home:  Make your own collection containers for home use as part of a child’s art project.  Soup cans, plastic baggies and cardboard boxes work well as tab collection containers.  The Ronald McDonald House can provide small quantities of collection boxes for your group.

2.) In a business:  Make a unique collection container by decorating a large 3 or 5-gallon water bottle or cardboard box.  An old fish tank is also a great container.  Use your creativity.

3.) [image: image13.wmf]For a school:  Many schools choose to use a large collection container centrally located in areas such as the school lobby, cafeteria or gym.  Larger containers must be strongly reinforced in order to hold large amounts of pop tabs.  Many schools have had their “industrial tech” departments make a container as a class project.  Students can also make their own containers for home use as part of an art project.  Other schools have used donated telephone booths and bathtubs as fun ideas to display their collected tabs.  Another idea is to string the pop tabs on fishing wire and hang them down a hallway above classroom doors, marking off tabs by 100’s and 1,000’s to help students visualize quantities.
Registration and Support

There is no official registration required for your group to participate in the pop tab “Collect-A-Million” Club project (a letter explaining the program was previously sent to regional elementary schools.)  If you have questions regarding your participation, please contact our office at 812-402-RMHC or email us at contactus@rmhevansville.org.
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1.) Evansville’s Ronald McDonald House is in the process of bringing our program to life!  Incentives, newsletters and general publicity is continually being developed – we appreciate your input and ideas! Check our website FREQUENTLY for updates!
2.) Each group can work with their local community to solicit free incentives to reward individuals for their participation in the pop tab program.  

3.) McDonald’s restaurants throughout Indiana are very supportive of the pop tab program and may lend assistance to your group in the areas of marketing and logistical support.  Please contact the McDonald’s restaurant in your area.

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q
What are the pop tabs used for?

A
The aluminum pop tabs are recycled, just like you would recycle plastic containers or newspapers.  The money generated from recycling the tabs is used in a general operating budget to ensure that the House remains open for families of sick or injured children. 
Q
How much do you receive from recycling pop tabs?

A
The price of aluminum changes on a regular basis depending on the supply and demand.  On average, the Ronald McDonald House receives .40-.60 cents per pound of aluminum tabs. 
How do we know we have collected a million pop tabs?

There is no reason to count individual tabs unless you want to have students count them as part of a related project.  The best way to keep track of the number of tabs collected is to estimate.  You can do this by weighing the tabs on a scale.  Use the following information to calculate the amount of tabs your group has collected:




Suggested Literature and Web Site Resources




How Much Is A Million by David Schwartz




If You Made A Million by David Schwartz




Counting on Frank by Rod Clement




How Big is a Foot by Rolf Miller




Inch by Inch by Leo Lionni


Recycle City ~ http://www.epa.gov/recyclecity
Aluminum Association ~ http://www.aluminum.org/
EPA Kid’s Explorer’s Club ~ http://www.epa.gov/kids
For Drop Off or Pick Up Information
Please Call our Local Ronald McDonald House Office:

812-402-RMHC (7642)

or email us at:

contactus@rmhevansville.org
You can drop them off at 

our Local Recycling Partner:

Material Recycling

2340 North Burkhardt Road

Evansville, IN 47715-2156

Phone:  812-476-6422

Pop Tabs may be dropped off at Material Recycling – they will issue a check made out to our local Ronald McDonald House 
(RMHC of the Ohio Valley, Inc.)

You can mail the check to our office at:

RMHC of the Ohio Valley, Inc

P.O. Box 5381

Evansville, IN 47716-5381
1 Pound = 1,000 pop tabs


1,000 Pounds = 1 Million Tabs











